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THE NRO STAFF 10 May 1972 - 

MEMORANDUM FOR DR. NAKA 

SUBJECT: Imagery Satellite Scheduling for SALT-Related Coverage 

The attached arate s was. placed in final form and submitted to 

Dr. Steininger and Mr. Duckett. -Mr. Denny chose this routing since © 

‘Mr. Duckett had asked the. question for Mr. Helms and so he was ‘ 

replying to the DCI using the same channels, 

We have been able to have COMIREX exclude Community efforts 

to include more explicit instructions for launching Mission 4336, 

This approach retains the options for scheduling for the NRO. 
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Tab rois ‘ 
co Ml iehbee On IMAGERY SEV EIREMENTS AND EXPLOITATION: 
<<. = 8 May! 197277 : 
MUMORANI uM Sng be aes aa | i. ee 
SUBJECT  :. Imagery Satellite Scheduling for SALT- Related Ag fees 
Coverage .' 
= LPERENCE: - COMIREX-D=14. 2/11; ae oe 4 8 ee 
- At its 4 May. 1972 meeting the Committee on Imagery 
Re guisements. and Exploitation reviewed the present status of 
coverage and the current imagery satellite launch schedule in the: 
context of as suring coverage related to possible SALT monitoring ©. : 
noods ‘over thé sext.several months, The Committee specifically ° : i 
; examined ‘the! “question of establishing a back-up capability, on | 


era ndey. status; against the contingency of excessive delay or 
iuiuceessful operation of 3 Mission 1205 currently scheduled 


28 June jaunch. 





ae .. In its discussion, COMIREX considered the status aah 
of present community holdings of satellite coverage on SALT- related ae 
ae cives along with the substantive intelligence considerations and — 
“operational factors bearing on future collection, as outlined in Tab AL 
Committ ee also noted that the NRO's present launch schedule ” 
(j srojection, S Of: ‘4 May, stands as follows: 









“KH-8 Mission 4335-017 May 
(27-day porcierasias ac: 


KH-4 Mission ani72=23 May 
M9 days), “a 


e KH-9 Mission. 1203-428 June i 


ae (45 days) 


ree 
Be . 


ae - i. KH-8 Mission 4326-rAuguet 
a eto (ae aaye) - ee 
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3% On balance, it was the Committee's: consensus that: 
ae ‘The presently athedaied launch - 
date as given above, for Missions aoe) 1117. . 
















< 1203 should be maintained. 


b,  °For purposes of establishing a 
aie -up capability for Mission 1203 in the July” ie 
. time-frame, a KH-8 high-resolution vehicle ; 





. c. | The NRO is requested to plan to. 
use Mission 4336 as a back-up to Mission 1203, 
ith the capability of launching that KH-8 
mission at one earieet ‘Pegeible date in July. 















gericSey C. Howard - : 
Acting. Chairman, GOMIREX . 
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Outline 
of 
Factors Considered 


Te Present Status of Imagery Coverage. As noted in 
tha COMIREN 20 April 1972 review of SALT collection requirements 
for the NRO (reference), collection against this problem has received 
priority emphasis on imager atellite missions over the past year, 
Sines January, KH+9 Missio 
#00 area search coverage and this has been supplemented by results 
irom KH-4 Mission 1116. (19: April - 8 May). KH-8 Mission 4334 
(17 March - 10 April) also achieved considerable high-resolution | 
- coverage of key SALT-related target installations and facilities. | 
















2. Coverage Objectives and’ Prospects Under Present 
Schedule, In the course of continuing COMIREX-NRO exchange, the 
following SALT-related tasking objectives and operational rationale 


already have been peetablshed: for the immediately upcoming missions, a 


as follows: 


as. 4335 5_(7 May - 13 June). Already 





NRO 102 this mission pisces high priority on = 
coverage of all SALT-related COMIREX targets. |, 
‘As presently scheduled in response to community 
guidance, the 27-day mission will span the period | 
preceding and following the President's Moscow. || 
visit-and is expected to provide coverage ona ©. |. 
‘large percentage of the SALT targets. - 

-b.  KH-4/1117 (23 May - 11 June). 
While recognizing the operation of this mission 
concur rrently with Mission 4335 as a non-optimum 
arrangement, COMIREX has judged the operational . ne 
considerations and cost factors involved in terminating a oe 
che KH-4 program, as set forth by the NRO in are 
selecting this schedule,’to be overriding, Further, — . 
the NRO states that any delay beyond the present © - 
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23 May date for launching 1117 would 
yesult in an equivalent postponement of 

Mission 1203's launch, As presently 

scheduled, Mission 1117. will be programmed 

daxing and irnmediately following the President's. 
visit to provide supplem ntal area search coverage | eee 2 ad 
in support of SALT needs similar to those programmed - ot 

for Mission 1116. : a emi: 








o:." “KH-9/1203 (28 June - 12 August). 


Tee ss ae ae 





“¢, 


in view of vehicle test results to date, the NRO ~ gt 
xeports high confidence that the 28 June scheduled: ae a 
launch date will be met, Successful launch and _ a 
.feturn of this planned 45-day mission's four | 
- buckets will provide extensive, updated coverage: 
on iatgets related to all aspects of the SALT — 
problem. The community considers it vital for pen 
SA If. monitoring that coverage of the quality 
and: ¢; juantity provided by the KH-9 system be 
available during the July-August period Presently. 
“scheduled for. 1203's Speretten: 





3.5% ‘Baca Options for Mission 1203. In view of the 
3 DIPS stance of assuring SALT coverage capability in the July-August © 


exiod, COM IREX agreed that specific advance arrangements should -: 

= vande for a standby/back-up imagery satellite mission available. 
.‘in. this period against any contingency such as an extended launch © 
# Seley ox unsuccessful operations for KH-9 Mission 1203, In this ©, 
/ connection,’ the Committes considered the sotew ine options: : 













Ac: Deteeeine the 23 May schadated 
launch of KH-4 Mission 1117 and holding it as 
1203's s back-up. While the NRO indicated this 
poten to be technically feasible, it would involve — 
additional funds (on the order of. one million dollars 
per month beyond 30 June) and call for extensive he 
administrative Listes ne 





‘BYB-2245-72 





- Handle via BYEMAN,. 


Approved for Release: 2019/01/21 C051 00878 








- Re NS SANA eee for Release: eoueiOwe) ©05100878. 





TabaA 


b. Designating KH-8 Mission 


¢ 


“530, presently scheduled for August, as 
1203's back-up and establishing the capability 
to launch it at the earliest possible date in the - 
eveat Mission 1203 is unavailable. 





4. In weighing these options, it was the Cornmittee' 5 


Consensus tha at the primary need would be for high- eeactunon 
coverage the Sele auanet period and therefore: 













a. KES, maches than KH-4, was : 
the preferred candidate for. fi ga 2 to 1203. 


b, . Option be: in 2 paragraph 3: above 
would be Teen en eee: 
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OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 


April 27, 1972 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. RUSH ~ ; 


_ SUBJECT: SALT-Related Photographic Coverage 


I have had my staff prepare for you a 
, ; talking paper on our photographic coverage status 
for SALT-related targets from September I, 1971 . 
' to the present with a projection through the 
President's visit to Moscow. You might find it 
useful for your Verification Panel Beetane.s on 
April 27. 


Sa) rae 


John L. McLucas 


Attachment. er 
Talking Paper on NRO Photo 
Satellite Coverage of ; 
SALT-Related Targets ; i 
w/Tabs A-E = 
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